SEP-ld-03. WED 01:06 Pti BOZICEVIC 



FAX NO. 650 327 3231 



P. 03 



AUyDkt.No.: LlPr-016 
USSN: 09/737,179 



AMENDMKNTS 



\ 



Plcascamcnd Claim 1 as follows. The romaiT^ing claims arc roitcrotal below for the convenience of the 
Examiner. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of manufactiu'ing a plurality of reaficnt lest slrips, said method 
comprising; 

(a) providing a test strip precursor compiising an cloDgalcd support material having a lust 
planar surface and a stripe of reagent material positioned «long a central axis thereof; and 

(b) cutting said test strip precursor into a plnrnlily of reagent test strips according to an inter- 
digitating pattern comprising a series of intcr-laced,.oupositelj_ocifinled projections positioned o.i said 
test strip precursor, wherein each of said strips produced include.s a sample region and a handling region, 
where said reagent material is located in said sample ivgion. 

2. (Previously Amended) The method accoitUng to Claim 1, wherein said test strip precursor is a 
continuous tape. 

3. (Previously Amended) The method according to Claim 1, wherein said test sirip precursor is a 
card, wherein said card has a generally rectangular sluipo. 

4. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 . wherein said reagent material comprises a signal 
producing system. 

5. (Original) The method according to Claim 4, wherein said signal producing system produces a 
color thai can be related to the concentration of an aiiulylo in a sample contacted with said reagent 
material. 



6. (Original) The method according to Claim 4, wherein said signal producing system produces an 
electrical current that can be related to the oonccnlri.lion of an mialytc in a sample a>ntac.tcd wldi said 
reagent material. 
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7. (Origmul) The method according to Claim 1 . whcr.in said mctliod further comprises pmdudng 
said test strip precursor. 

8. (Previously Cancellct\) 

9. (Original) The method according to Claim 8, wlicrdn said sample region includes a hole in said 
support material which is covered by said reagent matciiiil. 

10. (Previously Amended) Tlie method acconiing in Claim 8. wherein said sample region of si.id 
strip has an aspect ratio of about 0.5 relative to the hamlliag region, 

1 1 . (Original) The method according to Claim 1, wherein said test strips producal by said method 
can be used in a hand-held opti cal meter. 

12. (Previously Cancelled) 

13. (Original) A reagent test strip produced aeeonlini; to the method of Claim 1. wherein said 
reagent test strip has a sample region and a handling region, wherein said reagent material is located in 
said sample region. 

14. (Previously Amended) The reagent test strip according to Claim 13, wherein said sample region 
of said strip has an aspect ratio of about 0.5 relative to the handling region. 

1 5. (Previously Cancelled) 

1 6. (Original) The reagent test strip according to Claim 1 5, wherein said reagent test strip can be 
read by a hand held optical meter. 

1 7. (Previously Cancelled) 
US-Ui J 
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1 8. (Original) A method for determining the conccniralion of an analyto in a sample, said jncth.,d 
comprising: 

(a) applying a lluid sample to a reagent tcsl strip of Clai m 1 3 ; 

(b) detecting a signal from said reagent test si rii>; and 

(c) relating said detected signal to the concontmlion of analyte in said sample to delcrmino 
the concentration of said analylc in said fluid samiilc. 




19. 



(Original) The method according to Claim 1 8, >vhcicin said iluid sample is a biological sample. 



20. (Original) The method according to Claim 18, wherein said analyte is glucose. 

2 1 . (Original) Tlie method according to Claim 1 8. wherein said dctcding and rclatii^g steps are 
performed by a hand held optical meter. 

22. (Previously Cancelled) 

23. (Original) A kit for use in determining the coj^ccntration of an analylc in a physiological samplu-, 
said kit cOTi^prising: 

(a) a reagent tost strip according to Claim 1 3 ; and 

(b) at least one of: 

(i) a means for obtaining said physiological sample; and 

(ii) an analylc standard. 

24. (Original) The kit according to Claim 23, wherein said means for obtaining said physiological 
sample is a lance. 

Ll'S-lIl J 
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25. (Original) The kit according to Ciahn 23, wherein s«id analytc standard comprises a standardized 
concentration of a known reagent. 

26. (Orifiinal) The kit according to Claim 23. when^in ^;:.id kit comprises said means for obtaining 
said physiological sample and said analyte stamlard. 




27. 
meter. 



(Original) The kit according to Claim 23. wherein said kit further comprises a hand held optical 



28. (Previously Cancelled) 
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